Box 8.3 – King County Questionnaire for Preliminary Assessment of Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation Barriers
Experts on your climate change preparedness team will be valuable sources of the information needed in this stage of the assessment. You might also consider asking stakeholders and other colleagues how existing policies, practices, infrastructure and authorities might pose both barriers and opportunities to preparing for climate change. This can be done in many ways; one example is a questionnaire such as the one developed by King County below. 

The King County climate team distributed this questionnaire in summer 2006 to its internal experts across the planning areas of regional water supply, road and bridge infrastructure, salmon recovery and biodiversity, stormwater and wastewater management, agriculture, forestry, public health, coastal management, and flood hazard management. It combines the two steps outlined in Chapter 8: a sensitivity analysis and an evaluation of adaptive capacity. The final question about cross-agency and cross-sector interactions is represented in the questions guiding your adaptive capacity evaluation in Section 8.3 (though it was not given a column in the sample table).

General Information
1. 
Name(s) of person(s), title(s) and division/department completing this survey. 
2. 
What is the natural or built resource that is the focus of this questionnaire response? Please use above sector name:
Assessing Sensitivity
3. 
How is your natural or built resource sensitive to present day climate variability? 
4. 
How is climate change likely to affect your natural or built resource? Of these impacts, which present the greatest concern and why?
5. 
What additional information about climate impacts would help further your ability to manage climate change impacts?
6. 
Do you know of, or can you identify, potential economic impacts from climate change? Please state what the potential or expected impacts are and why they may occur.
Assessing the Capacity to Adapt to Climate Change
7. 
To what extent do current plans, policies, and regulations explicitly account for the impacts of climate variability or change, or inherently provide a buffer against climate impacts? Please provide examples.
8. 
How adequate are these existing plans, policies, or regulations for managing climate impacts? (very good, good, fair, poor) If answering for more than one plan, policy, or regulation, please answer for each.
9. 
What additional actions, authorities, policies, or regulations are needed for managing climate change impacts? 
10. If specific recommendations are not identifiable, what process is necessary to identify adaptation strategies? 
11. Do you have existing forums or committees to do this?
12. What recommendations can you make for near-term (less than 5 years) and longer-term actions or next steps?
Cross-agency and Cross-sector Interactions
13. To what extent do climate change impacts and adaptation activities in other sectors (listed above) affect your resource? Please specify. 
14. To what extent do climate change impacts and adaptation activities in your resource affect other sectors (listed above)? Please specify. 

15. What other county departments or governmental jurisdictions need to be involved in developing and implementing adaptation responses to climate change for your natural or built resource? 

16. Is there currently a process or forum in place that facilitates this type of interaction? If so, please specify.

17. Please provide any additional information that you would like to share.
-------------------- 
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