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Florida State University – Climate studies, coupled 
modeling, climate forecasts, forestry

University of Florida – Extension, crop modeling, 
decision support tools, climate studies, water resources 

University of Miami – Climate, economics, water 
resources, assessment

University of Georgia – Climate, extension, crop modeling, 
decision support tools, water resources, assessment 

Auburn University – Extension, economics, insurance, water 
resources

University of Alabama Huntsville – Climate, water 
resources

Southeast Climate Consortium Southeast Climate Consortium 
(SECC)(SECC)
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• Established in 1914, Cooperative Extension was 
designed as a partnership of the U.S. Department of 
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authorized by the Federal Morrill Acts of 1862 and 
1890.

• Legislation in the various States has enabled local 
governments or organized groups in the Nation's 
counties to become a third legal partner in this 
education endeavor. 
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• Today, this educational system includes professionals 
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Smith-Lever Act

• The provisions of the Act, in effect as of November 28, 
1990, are shown below. 

• SEC.2. Cooperative agricultural extension work shall 
consist of the development of practical applications of 
research knowledge and giving of instruction and 
practical demonstrations of existing or improved 
practices or technologies in agriculture, home 
economics, and rural energy, and subjects relating 
thereto to persons not attending or resident in said 
colleges in the several communities, …
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• and imparting information on said subjects through 
demonstrations, publications, and otherwise and for 
the necessary printing and distribution of information in 
connection with the foregoing; and this work shall be 
carried on in such manner as may be mutually agreed 
upon by the Secretary of Agriculture and the State 
agricultural college or colleges or Territory or 
possession receiving the benefits of this Act. 
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Organization

• County Coordinator and Extension Agents
• Supported by  both University (State & Federal) 

and County funds
• Experts in multiple commodities and disciplines, 

including both crops and livestock
• Direct link to growers and producers

• District Director
• District Program Development Coordinator
• Extension Specialist

• Commodity or discipline specialists
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� Feedback from commodity specialists to provide 
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Climate Risk ToolClimate Risk Tool
Coffee County, Georgia
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John Bellow showing the different features of 
the AgCclimate chill accumulation tool to Kathy 
Taylor (UGA Stone Fruit Specialist) and Frank 
Funderburke (Peach Co. Extension 
Coordinator).

L-R: Joel Paz and Rabiu Olatinwo with Bob 
Kemerait (Extension Plant Pathologist) and 
Albert Culbreath (Plant Pathologist).

Working with Research and 
Extension Faculty

Working with Research and 
Extension Faculty
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• Training and Education
• Winter school (UGA) 
• Weather & Climate school (UF)
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• County Growers Meetings
• Grower conferences & Expositions

• Impact
� Training and educated users
� Training of the trainers = County Agents
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County Agent TrainingsCounty Agent Trainings

AgClimate workshop for county agents 
(Statesboro, Georgia; Feb 7, 2006)

AgClimate workshop for county agents 
(Griffin, Georgia; Feb 7, 2007)
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Specific management recommendation
- developed by Commodity Extension Specialist
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• “Thank you for sending this information. I find it very 
helpful. Especially the website.” (Jane 
Morse, Manatee County Extension Agent, FL)

• “Thanks! I will include some of the information in the 
November issue of my "Flatwoods Citrus" newsletter.”
(Dr. Mongi Zekri Multi-County Citrus Agent, FL)

• “Thank you so much for the info. This is just what we 
need for the growers.” (Alicia 
Whidden, Hillsborough County Extension, FL)
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• Advisory groups
• County meetings
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• Farmers’ meetings
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• Impact
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Participation at the Ag ExpoParticipation at the Ag Expo

Clyde Fraisse and David Zierden manning the SECC 
booth at the Sunbelt Expo (October 2006).



Working with Farmers and 
Stakeholders

Working with Farmers and 
Stakeholders

Meeting with adivsory group in Headland, 
Alabama (February 26, 2007).

SECC members interviewing a farmer in Wilcox 
County, Georgia (December 18, 2006).
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Examining peanut plant 
for diseases
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Interaction with StakeholdersInteraction with Stakeholders

Interaction
(Participation)

Forecasts,
Climatology

Web-based DSS
www.AgClimate.org

Climate-based 
Management 

Options

Stand alone
Decision Aid

Tools

Needs for Specific 
Commodities

Crop Models & 
Climate-based Tools

Extension Agents
& Specialists

Farmers/
Growers
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• How can the SECC improve the partnership with the 
Cooperative Extension Service?

• How can we develop “trust” with our stakeholders?

• Closer integration of research, extension, and 
assessment for planning and setting priorities.

• How do we assess the impact of climate extension 
education? 
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