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SECC Fall Climate Outlook
Dafe issued: September 20, 2008

El Niiio has returned for the first time since 2003 and will have substantial impacts on our L
climate for the next 36 months. It appears that El Mifio has returned for the first time since the weak

event of 2002-2003. Unusually warm sea surface termperatures began to appear along the eguator

around the International Date Line in July and have since spread all the way to the coast of South

America. The spread of unusually warm water has taken on the traditional EI Mifio pattern in the last two

weeks. It is very likely that the current El Mifio will intensify further and last through the winter of 2007,

For mare infarmation on the Pacific Ocean, please reference our discussion: ElLMifio Discussion
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Expert predicts El Nifo to bring wetter
winter

« The National Weather Service has issued wildfire warnings for
large parts of northern Florida. southern Alabama and Georgia

Iiatt Minor
The Assocliated Press

ALBANY — A weak El Nifio in the Pacific Ocean could mean a cooler
wetter fall in Florida and portions of Georgia and Alabama. helping to
recharge rivers and groundwater supplies that were depleted earlier
this year during months of dry weather. a Georgia weather expert
says

"We are cautiously optimistic.” said state climatologist David
Stooksbury. a member of the Southeast Climate Consortium. which
studies weather trends in the region

On a more immediate note. a cold front moved into the Southeast
Sunday, bringing about a half inch of rain to most of Georgia. followed
by cool, dry air and gusty winds

As a precaution, the National Weather Service issued wildfire
warnings for large parts of northern Florida. southern Alabama and
Georgia. Officials were concerned the wind and low humidity would
create incendiary forest conditions, despite the recent rainfall

Alan Dozier. the Georgia Forest Commission's chief firefighter. had to
dispatch crews to an unusually high number of wildfires this summer
so he's anxiously awaiting the moisture that El Mifio could bring

"The question | ask my weather guys is, "When does it start?' " said
Dozier. "l want to see it."

Since July 1. the Forestry Commission has battled 1.840 wildfires that
burned 7,185 acres, well above the five-year average of 1,200 fires
covering 3,300 acres

"I'm hoping El Nifio will cause the winter rains to move in a little
quicker," he said, noting that October and November are traditionally
two of Georgia's driest months
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Smith-Lever Act

o Established in 1914, Cooperative Extension was
designed as a partnership of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and the land-grant universities, which were
authorized by the Federal Morrill Acts of 1862 and
1890.

Legislation in the various States has enabled |ocal
governments or; erganized greups in the Nation's
counties to become a third'legal partner in this
education endeavor.




Smith-Lever Act

 The congressional charge to Cooperative Extension
through the Smith-Lever Act of 1914 is far ranging.

Today, this educational system includes professionals
In each of America's 1862 land-grant universities (in
the 50 States, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
Northern Marianas, American Samoa, Micronesia, and
the District of Columbia) andfin the Tuskegee
University and sixteen 1890 land-grant universities.




Smith-Lever Act

 The provisions of the Act, in effect as of November 28,
1990, are shown below.

SEC.2. Cooperative agricultural extension work shall
consist of the development of practical applications of
research knowledge and giving of instruction and
practical demonstrations ofi existing or improved
practices or technologies in agriculture, home
economics, and rural energy, and subjects relating
thereto to persons not attending or resident in said
colleges in the several communities, ...




Smith-Lever Act

e and imparting information on said subjects through
demonstrations, publications, and otherwise and for
the necessary printing and distribution of information Iin

connection with the feregoing; and this work shall be
carried on in suchimanner as may be mutually agreed
upon by the Secretary of Agriculture and the State
agricultural college or. colleges or Territory or
possession receiving the benefits of this Act.




Organization

County Coordinator and Extension Agents

Supported by both University (State & Federal)
and County funds

Experts in multiple commodities and disciplines,
iIncluding both crops and livestock

Direct link to growers and producers

District Director

District Program Develepment Coordinator
Extension Specialist

« Commodity or discipline specialists




Clyde Fraisse

« University of Florida — Florida Cooperative
Extension Service

John Bellow
* Florida State University
o Courtesy Appointment — Florida Cooperative

Extension Service
Joel Paz

« University of Georgia — Georgia Cooperative
Extension Service

Jim Novak

« Auburn University — Alabama Cooperative
Extension Service




e Qutreach:

* Develop methodologies to deliver climate forecasts
and customized information to agricultural, forestry
and water resources managers.

 Research and Development:

 Conduct research needed to combine and translate
climate, agricultural, forestry and water resources
iInformation into decision aid preducts.




e Partnerships:

 Build partnerships with extension, agricultural,
forestry and water resources managers to ensure
that our findings and products are relevant.

 Monitoring and evaluation:

« Document and assess the utility and impact of
climate forecast information provided to
stakeholders.




 AgClimate (www.AgClimate.org)

e Training and education

e |nteraction with local extension as
well as with grewers;, preducers, and
other stakeholders




 AgClimate (www.AgClimate.org)
e Main mechanism for dissemination of information
e Tools
e Outlooks
« Commodity specific forecasts in text format

» Developed in collaboration with commodity
specialists!

e |mpact:

Feedback from commodity specialists to provide
outlooks

Free access




http://www.agclimate.org
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Climate & El Nifio @

0 Climate is a major factor in virtually all aspects of food, feed, and fiber
production and marketing.

About

AgClimate gives the latest forecasts showing how EIl Mifio and La Mifia could
affect agricultural production and natural resources in the Southeast.

AgClimate provides important new toals to help producers understand and
plan for climatic conditions.
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New Idea

Present to SECC
Extension Team

Conceptualization

Implementation
in AgClimate

Reviews
(Extension,
Adv. Board)

Technical &
Resources
Feasibility

Present to
SECC Exec.

Planning

Present to
Advisory
Committee

Design &
Coding
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Kemerait (Extension Plant Pathologist) and the AgCclimate chill accumulation tool to Kathy

Albert Culbreath (Plant Pathologist). Taylor (UGA Stone Fruit Specialist) and Frank
Funderburke (Peach Co. Extension
Coordinator).




e Training and Education
Winter school (UGA)
Weather & Climate school (UF)
In-service training for county agents
Workshops

County Growers Meetings
Grower conferences & Expositions

Impact
Training and educated users
Training of the trainers = County Agents




County Agent Trainings

i G e S e : j :
AgClimate workshop for county agents AgClimate workshop for county agents
(Statesboro, Georgia; Feb 7, 2006) (Griffin, Georgia; Feb 7, 2007)
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“La Nifia” Season
and Impact on
Peanut Diseases

Return of La Niria

El Nific and its Impacts on
Strawberry Diseases

Clyde Fraisse and Matalia Peres
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El Nrfio has retumed for the first time
sinee 2003 and will have substantial impacts
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on our climate for the next 3 to 6 months. It
appears that E1 Niflo has returned for the first
time since the weak event of 2002-2003. El
Nifio 13 2 name for the wmsal warming of
the ocean's surface that occurs every 2 to 7
vears along the equator m the central and
eastern Pacific Ocean. It is very likely that
the current E1 Nifio will intensify firther and
last through the winter of 2007,

The classic E1 Nifio climate pattern
during the winter includes more frequent
storms, excessive rainfall, and coolsr
temperanwres to Flonida and coastal Alabama
and Georgia. The figure shows that Central
Florida can expect 20 to 40% maore ramfall
than normal m the winter months. Tt i3
believed that the increase in rain and

The Universty of Flonda Institute of Foed and Agricultural Sciences, Tropical Research and Education Cantear
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Tropical Fruit Tree Recovery from the 2005 Hurricanes
Season

Pre-hurricane and Post-hurricane practices

Carambola fruit quality standards for packinghouses




Specific management recommendation
- developed by Commodity Extension Specialist

College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences

PREPARE PLANTING EQUIPMENT. (Brown) Farmers don't have to be reminded seed 1s
incredibly expensive. Modern genetics. built-in pest management technology, and even coated-
on seed treatments make a bag seed a significant investment. The fact that planting commuats so
much of the cost of production 11 a single pass compels growers to carefully scrutinize planting
equipment before going to the field. These last weeks prior to planting should be used to make
sure everything is in proper working order, including bearings. chains. shafts. cogs,
opening/closing and depth control devices. monitors, etc. Now 1s also a good time to work on
seed drop rates and calibrate m-furrow insecticide’ fungicide egquipment. Again. make sure
everything is in “tip-top shape™ and ready to go.

FACING A DRY SPRING? BE TIMELY WITH BURN DOWN TREATMENTS, (Browsn)
Climatologists, based on ocean currents and jet stream. are predicting relatively dry weather for
Spring 2006, If they are correct. growers face greater than normal challenges with stand
establishment. especially in conservation tillage.

In the absence of frequent rains. cover crops or aggressive winter weeds can rapidly deplets soil
moisture. Water consumption typically mereases with plant maturity. Advancing reproductive
stages (flower, gram/szed fill) correspond with increased water demand. Such demand increases
the mmportance of eliminatung cover vegetation well before planting, curtailing water use and
allowing regeneration of the soil profile when it does rain. Thus, moisture conservation can be
added to the list of benefits of early cover termunation. The standard practice of applying burn
down treatments 3 to 4 weeks prior to planting is even more critical in a dry vear.




SECC Outlooks in Extension Newsletters
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September 27_ 2006
Feature Article - for release the week of October 1. 2006

Dan Culbert - Extension Horticulture Agent

EL Nifio & Your Garden

A peak at the calendar will tell that summer left the calendar nearly two weeks ago, and at the last Sunday of this month, we lose that
howur of daylight that was “saved” last spring. It all means that fall is here, and for the gardeners among us, it means that time’s a-
wastin® to get vour garden growing.

First the good news: this year our first-ever County Fair will be a place to show what’s growing in Okeechobee’s gardens. Qur office
will be working with the Fair to add a large display of your own home-grown produce at this March 9-18, 2007 event.

And now the bad news: climatologists from(the Southeast Climate Consortium tell us
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El Nifio has returned to the Pacific Ocean.
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Outlooks & Extension Response

 “Thank you for sending this information. | find it very
helpful. Especially the website.” (Jane
Morse, Manatee County Extension Agent, FL)

“Thanks! | will include some of the information in the
November issue of my "Flatwoods Citrus" newsletter.”
(Dr. Mongi Zekri Multi-County Citrus Agent, FL)

“Thank you so much for the info. This is just what we
need for the growers.” (Alicia
Whidden, Hillsborough County Extension, FL)




Interaction with growers and producers
e Advisory groups
County meetings
e Upon invitation by County Coordinator
Farmers’ meetings

e Upon invitation
Articles for newsletters, newspapers, and magazines
Radio & television interviews

Impact

Farmers’' perception ofiweather and climate
Exposure




Clyde Fralsse and DaV|d Zlerden mannlng the SECC
booth at the Sunbelt Expo (October 2006).
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SECC members interviewing a farmer in Wilcox Meeting with adivsory group in Headland,
County, Georgia (December 18, 2006). Alabama (February 26, 2007).




Popular Press

Examining peanut plant
for diseases




SECC Qutlooks in the SE Farm Press



Interaction with Stakeholders

.Iq .II- .

i N |
I\.,\

Interaction
(Participation)



Summary of SECC Extension
Activities
> WL AgClimate. org

> Tools
> Ouilooks
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Summary of SECC Extension
Activities

o Interacton with =xtension specialists & =xtension
Agenis

> Scnools\Norksnops
o Pariicipation in axtension meeaiings

- rFarmer and Producer rmeeiings
- Advisory grouos
> Shows and Exnioitions

» Puolic Mediz
> Newspaoears (Daily, weekly, 2ic.)
- Radio and television
» \Web



Challenges for Extension

> rlow can the SECC improve the partnarshnip with e
Cooperailye Extension Sarvica?

> rlow can we deavelop “trust” with our staxenolders?

- Closer integration of research, axtension, and
assassrmeant for planning and setiing priorities.
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acducaition?






