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Severe Thunderstorms & Tornadoes
STORMS / TORNADOES.

PLAN & PREPARE
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\Lies for Canadian County, Cleveland County, Grady County, McClain County, Oklahoma County.
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OKLAHOMA MONTHLY CLIMATE SUMMARY

APRIL 2005

Comcarn srmed to alarm for parts of the wae 25 sipnifcant
precipittion dedicits comtimsd for the second comsscutvs
month A swath ing fom south camtral through norh
caziral Oklabemzs recsived coly 20 peccext of normal April
presipitation, with less severe SeSeits radiaring outward fram
tzar area. Tk doy weather cozeribuned o the 6* driest April
oz racord for the stam. The strewide-avarazed tomparaturs
provided tha soats with mors pleesant mews, £xisking axacly
zeomzal for the menth. The lack of precipitation provided coe
pleasznt sids effect: 2 paucity of sevens weatkar Pralimimary
records indicate six tornedsss touched dews during April
aliough all wers of the wesk (F0-F1) cassgesy. Orbarwiss,
teandersionm. aclivity was spotty 22 best, with oxly a Gw
imstences of widespread bail and kigh winds reported.

Precipitation

Whils zaarly all meas of the stats exparienced drv condifions,
cexztral Oklakoma fared the worst At nearly thoes mckes balow
nosm=l focth = Apr s ioden
record for that region, whae the rrarags precipinton samowly
axcseded oo-balfof s inch. South central Olaboma was elso
particularly hard kit witz 2 deficic of ovar thres imchas the &
drigst April co recond Zor that amea. Ironically, the Pankandle
— zormally the drisst region iz Oklzboma — epproached clossst
te ormal remfall for the month witk 2 SaScdt of just over one-
balfofan inch. Cthar then the Panbendls, no 2rez of Olklahenzz
ra=kad battar than the 17% Srigsr April on record. Tha rainfall
deficizs worssz whan combined with the dry woeather ef Manck.
South ceztral Jklabome exparisnced it drsst Merch-April
period ox racard, defing back to 1895, Similarly, the canzal
region Exished with the 2 dnest suck padod oo recard. Tha
ssatewide-averaged precipitation for Marck-Apsil reflacts thess
arid raadings, i ranking as the T drigst om racerd.

Temperature

Farmnataly, s Jack of precipimtion was not accompezisd by
axirsms beat. Accordingly, all azsas of t2a siate wers ralativaly
closs to zormal The Jemuamr-Apnl stawwide-averagsd
tamparaturs remnpined o fhe wamm pide 2t fust over s dagress
above normal, the 18* wamszes: such period o= recond.
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CLIMATOLOGICAL SURVEY
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April Daily Highlights

April 1-4: A bit of raiz gazarasid from an uppar-lavel stemz
stared the moath of oo the right foot. Eastern Oklahoma was
‘s meais target of thess waynard shewars o a mont: fhat ended
% éry. Even so, the pracipitatios totals failod to reack thrsa-
gaastars of an inch. Plezsest weathar was fu store dhroughou
this paried otterwiss, if zot 2 bit windy. By the £ surfice
kow pressure in e Peohendle kicked up winds fom the sout
with gasts of ever 30 mpk. Dangerons re condidons were

uznmuzlly high teep . Tha M o
at Baavsr 2=d Slapout recordsd b meozth's high smpasatrs
o 51 dagraes.

Agril 5.6: Faiz and cocler weather descended o= the stxtu
feor the pext two dys, in edditon to sonme farly st wrw
wazther Showars 2nd sterms formad zlong a érfine in sast
cenirzl Cklaboma oo the 5, with sems of thess stormas quickly
bacoming sewers. Three weak sormadess towched domn im
Latimar and Sagueyek coumsios, with no official reporss of
ammage. Teacup wizs mail was reparsed iz Tulsa, a=d winds of
e B0 g damaged ous builEngs i e Kizse arsa. The cold
oot associzied with the drylize ovoved scross the state oo the
&, Winds gused from the northwest ot over 30 mph bebind the
frone, 2=d highs rsached only the mid-50s. Winds incrsased o
e 40 mupk in the 2fsmoes.

Dlblahoma Moerthly Cimate Summary | 1

April 2005 Mesonet Precipitation Comparison

(Climnte Divizian

Prcigitation

(imchax)

Departers fram
Narmal (inchaa)

Eask simes 1825

Wedtert on
Eacard (Waar)

Dirina 22
Raeard (¥aaz) Aprd

Fanhandls

13

47¢h Dirisst

528 (1942

0,00 (1908)

Korth Cantral

035

10sh Diriest

743 (1955)

0.5 (1988)

Kaorhbesi

205

163k Diriest

967 (1942)

0.17 (1989)

West Canmmal

032

11tk Drisss2

£.73 (108T)

0.15 (1996)

Canirzl

085

940 (1942)

0.2¢ (1989)

East Canmal

147

11.82 (1957}

0.75 (1988)

0.76

730 (1937}

014 (1989)

Soush Cantral

0.73

1143 (194}

0.53 (1988)

Sowtheasi

2105

1279 (1957}

053 (1987)

Starewids

126

£.30 (1942)

0.58 (1989)

2004 and 2005 Statewide Precipitation Monthly Totals vs. Normal

&.00

7.00

Monthly Pracipitation {inches)
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OKL AHOMA INTERPRETATION ARTICLE
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WEATHER HAZARDS
Learn how Oklahoma deals
with tornadees, sewere
storms, floods, droughts, fires,
heat and winter storms

CLIMATE VARIATIONS
How are hazards changing
and why?

RISK MITIGATION
Things homeowners and
business ownars can do fo
reduce thaii vulnarability.

COMMUNITY FLANNING
Engage your ety plannes to
make yaurwhole town safer.










“We had a wildfire ... along the Red River south of
Grandfield. Using the Mesonet and your fire weather
products, | was able to relay to the first fire truck
that was en route to the scene how fast the fire
should burn and what the winds, soil and air
temperatures would be at the scene. Because the
spread component was high, we dispatched 2 more
trucks to the scene even before the first truck
arrived. The 3 trucks had the fire out within 30
minutes, quite possibly saving property and lives.”

— Tommy Thornton, Emergency Management
Director




“Ardmore/Carter County Emergency Management
routinely monitors ... the Mesonet. They page
this information to all Carter County fire
departments so they are prepared for wind shifts
and hazardous conditions.”

“Ponca City and Kay County Emergency
Management officials continually monitored
Mesonet conditions during the Conoco refinery
fire on October 29, 1999. They kept abreast of
the wind conditions to keep a bad situation from
becoming worse.”




“The Oklahoma Mesonet is proving to be a
tremendous resource for the electric cooperatives
of Oklahoma. Up-to-the-minute weather data are
absolutely critical.... Not only is the information
from Mesonet accurate and timely, but other
services, such as ... access to real-time weather
radar, afford our electric co-ops the opportunity to
enhance their abilities to deliver competitively
priced electricity in a safe and reliable manner.”

— Sid Sperry, Director of Marketing & Member
Relations, Oklahoma Association of Electric
Cooperatives




“The Mesonet has proven to be one of the most
valuable production and marketing tools available
to Oklahoma producers.... Mesonet data will play an
Increasing role in pesticide and fertilizer
applications, prescribed burning, confined animal
operations, and irrigation scheduling, to name a
few.”

— Mark Hodges, Exec. Director, Oklahoma Wheat
Commission




“The OWRB depends upon the reliable and
accurate real-time drought and water-resources
Information supplied through the Oklahoma
Mesonet’s vast suite of products. In addition, OCS

staff have voluntarily provided many custom
weather monitoring products ... greatly enhancing
the state’s ability to monitor and respond to
drought episodes. As a result, critical drought-
related decisions can be made more quickly and
more confidently.”

— Brian Vance, Oklahoma Water Resources Board




“The Oklahoma Mesonet has quickly become a
critical piece of information to make warning and
forecast decisions at the National Weather Service.

It has played key roles in situations ranging from
the May 3rd tornadoes [of 1999] to forecast support
during the Oklahoma City bombing recovery
effort.”

— David L. Andra, Jr., Science and Operations
Officer, National Weather Service Forecast Office -
Norman, OK




“From locating dry lines, checking rain totals for
flooding, to wind gusts, the Oklahoma Mesonet

gives operational meteorologists the timely data we
need.... Other than the NEXRAD radars, | can’t
Imagine any other resource | have that provides as
much weather data to help me warn our viewers of
severe weather threats.”

- Dan Threlkeld, KFOR-TV, Oklahoma City, OK
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“Using the Mesonet, we now work in a
laboratory without walls. Rural areas
are at a disadvantage no longer.”

- JoAnn Ball, Comanche Public
Schools
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