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““ We had a wildfire We had a wildfire …… along the Red River south of along the Red River south of 
Grandfield. Using the Mesonet and your fire weather Grandfield. Using the Mesonet and your fire weather 

products, I was able to relay to the first fire truck products, I was able to relay to the first fire truck 
that was en route to the scene how fast the fire that was en route to the scene how fast the fire 

should burn and what the winds, soil and air should burn and what the winds, soil and air 
temperatures would be at the scene. Because the temperatures would be at the scene. Because the 

spread component was high, we dispatched 2 more spread component was high, we dispatched 2 more 
trucks to the scene even before the first truck trucks to the scene even before the first truck 
arrived. The 3 trucks had the fire out within 30 arrived. The 3 trucks had the fire out within 30 

minutes, quite possibly saving property and lives.minutes, quite possibly saving property and lives.””

–– Tommy Thornton, Emergency Management Tommy Thornton, Emergency Management 
DirectorDirector
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““ Ponca City and Kay County Emergency Ponca City and Kay County Emergency 
Management officials continually monitored Management officials continually monitored 

Mesonet conditions during the Mesonet conditions during the ConocoConoco refinery refinery 
fire on October 29, 1999. They kept abreast of fire on October 29, 1999. They kept abreast of 

the wind conditions to keep a bad situation from the wind conditions to keep a bad situation from 
becoming worse.becoming worse.””
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““ Ardmore/Carter County Emergency Management Ardmore/Carter County Emergency Management 
routinely monitors routinely monitors …… the Mesonet. They page the Mesonet. They page 

this information to all Carter County fire this information to all Carter County fire 
departments so they are prepared for wind shifts departments so they are prepared for wind shifts 

and hazardous conditions.and hazardous conditions.””



““ The Oklahoma Mesonet is proving to be a The Oklahoma Mesonet is proving to be a 
tremendous resource for the electric cooperatives tremendous resource for the electric cooperatives 
of Oklahoma. Upof Oklahoma. Up--toto--thethe--minute weather data are minute weather data are 
absolutely criticalabsolutely critical……. Not only is the information . Not only is the information 

from Mesonet accurate and timely, but other from Mesonet accurate and timely, but other 
services, such as services, such as …… access to realaccess to real--time weather time weather 

radar, afford our electric coradar, afford our electric co--ops the opportunity to ops the opportunity to 
enhance their abilities to deliver competitively enhance their abilities to deliver competitively 

priced electricity in a safe and reliable manner.priced electricity in a safe and reliable manner.””

–– Sid Sperry, Director of Marketing & Member Sid Sperry, Director of Marketing & Member 
Relations, Oklahoma Association of Electric Relations, Oklahoma Association of Electric 

CooperativesCooperatives
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““ The Mesonet has proven to be one of the most The Mesonet has proven to be one of the most 
valuable production and marketing tools available valuable production and marketing tools available 

to Oklahoma producers.... Mesonet data will play an to Oklahoma producers.... Mesonet data will play an 
increasing role in pesticide and fertilizer increasing role in pesticide and fertilizer 

applications, prescribed burning, confined animal applications, prescribed burning, confined animal 
operations, and irrigation scheduling, to name a operations, and irrigation scheduling, to name a 

few.few.””

–– Mark Hodges, Exec. Director, Oklahoma Wheat Mark Hodges, Exec. Director, Oklahoma Wheat 
CommissionCommission
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““ The OWRB depends upon the reliable and The OWRB depends upon the reliable and 
accurate realaccurate real--time drought and watertime drought and water--resources resources 

information supplied through the Oklahoma information supplied through the Oklahoma 
MesonetMesonet’’s vast suite of products. In addition, OCS s vast suite of products. In addition, OCS 

staff have voluntarily provided many custom staff have voluntarily provided many custom 
weather monitoring products weather monitoring products …… greatly enhancing greatly enhancing 

the statethe state’’s ability to monitor and respond to s ability to monitor and respond to 
drought episodes. As a result, critical droughtdrought episodes. As a result, critical drought--

related decisions can be made more quickly and related decisions can be made more quickly and 
more confidently.more confidently.””

–– Brian Vance, Oklahoma Water Resources BoardBrian Vance, Oklahoma Water Resources Board
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““ The Oklahoma Mesonet has quickly become a The Oklahoma Mesonet has quickly become a 
critical piece of information to make warning and critical piece of information to make warning and 

forecast decisions at the National Weather Service. forecast decisions at the National Weather Service. 
It has played key roles in situations ranging from It has played key roles in situations ranging from 

the May 3rd tornadoes [of 1999] to forecast support the May 3rd tornadoes [of 1999] to forecast support 
during the Oklahoma City bombing recovery during the Oklahoma City bombing recovery 

effort.effort.””

–– David L. David L. AndraAndra, Jr., Science and Operations , Jr., Science and Operations 
Officer, National Weather Service Forecast Office Officer, National Weather Service Forecast Office --

Norman, OKNorman, OK
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““ From locating dry lines, checking rain totals for From locating dry lines, checking rain totals for 
flooding, to wind gusts, the Oklahoma Mesonet flooding, to wind gusts, the Oklahoma Mesonet 

gives operational meteorologists the timely data we gives operational meteorologists the timely data we 
needneed……. Other than the NEXRAD radars, I can. Other than the NEXRAD radars, I can’’ t t 

imagine any other resource I have that provides as imagine any other resource I have that provides as 
much weather data to help me warn our viewers of much weather data to help me warn our viewers of 

severe weather threats.severe weather threats.””

-- Dan Dan ThrelkeldThrelkeld, KFOR, KFOR--TV, Oklahoma City, OKTV, Oklahoma City, OK
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““ Using the Mesonet, we now work in a Using the Mesonet, we now work in a 
laboratory without walls. Rural areas laboratory without walls. Rural areas 

are at a disadvantage no longer.are at a disadvantage no longer.””
-- JoAnnJoAnn Ball, Comanche Public Ball, Comanche Public 

SchoolsSchools
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