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Purpose of BCS
• Provide useful climate information to stakeholders and decision-

makers along the U.S.-Mexico border



Rationale of BCS

• Improve decision-making, reduce impacts

• Stakeholders in the region are faced with 
similar climate-related issues regarding:
– Water supplies
– Range management
– Riparian protection
– Agricultural production
– Forest health and wildfire



Rationale of BCS

• Improve cross-border communication & 
cooperation

• Improved monitoring



Southwest Climate Outlook

• BCS based on CLIMAS 
Southwest Climate Outlook

• ~2,000 people in Arizona and 
New Mexico

• Region-specific climate 
information and interpretation

• Inform the press
• Lessons



BCS Climate Highlights

• Current issue
– Recent temperature 

conditions
– Recent precipitation 

conditions
– Temperature forecast
– Precipitation forecast
– ENSO conditions and 

outlook



Process

• NOAA & IRI images 
• Input from Mexico’s SMN, UNAM
• Combine and translate: U.S. comments + 

Mexico comments



CLIDDSS

• Climate Information Delivery and Decision 
Support System
– Automatically generate .pdf reports
– Automatically includes legends, data 

sourcing, contact information, caveats, 
explanations

– Sections for user-customized (value-added) 
comments 





Future of BCS

• Fully automate CLIDDSS
• Expand climate highlights:

– Drought conditions
– Reservoir levels
– Streamflow
– Vegetation

• Include more products, forecasts from Mexico
• Streamline U.S.-Mexico information flow
• Expand to include entire border region
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